
Michel Brisbois Jr. (b. 1790)  
 
Michel Brisbois Sr.’s (1759-1837) oldest son, Michael Brisbois, Jr., was born at 

Prairie du Chien, about 1790. In 1785 Michel Sr. had married a Winnebago woman 
(reputedly the illegitimate daughter of Charles Gautier de Verville) and had three Métis 
children: Angellic, Michel and Antoine. During the War of 1812, Michel Sr. furnished 
supplies to both the American and British forces but maintained a pro-British attitude. 
Arrested for treason at the close of the war, he was sent to St. Louis for trial but was 
acquitted. He was appointed associate justice for Crawford County by Governor Cass of 
Michigan Territory (1819), and thereafter held various local offices in the Prairie du 
Chien area. 

Michel Jr. was a lieutenant in the British Indian service, and served under Col. 
McKay in the battle at Prairie du Chien, in 1814. He then accompanied the American 
prisoners as far as Rock Island, whence they proceeded by themselves to St. Louis. He 
also served under Lieut. Graham in repelling the Americans at Rock River Rapids. He 
was unusually fine in his appearance as a man, as his Winnebago mother was as a 
woman; and acquired a very extensive knowledge of Indian languages, which induced 
Gov. William Clark, of St. Louis, the superintendent of western Indian affairs, to obtain 
his services as Indian interpreter. About 1820, he was out deer hunting near St. Louis, 
and was shot by some unknown person, thus ending his days in the prime of life.  

Brisbois Sr. remained relatively neutral during the war until forced to become an 
interpreter for the British, but sent his younger son Charles Brisbois (1798-1847) north 
towards Red River with his brother-in-law Henry M. Fisher.  This resulted in Michel 
Senior's arrest in July of 1816 on charges of treason. He was taken to St. Louis for trial 
and was acquitted of the charges.  Ironically in 1819 he was appointed Chief Justice for 
Crawford County, Michigan.    
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